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Martineau, who was building up a considerable
reputation with her books and essays. Why
should not Florence follow that example ? It was
obvious that she possessed talent - her letters
proved that; and Mrs. Nightingale pressed her
daughter to take up authorship seriously.
During the preceding years, Florence had often
considered a literary career. She had a gift for
clear expression, had a better education than
most women, was travelled,, and had influential
friends who would help her in literature. In later
days she showed herself to possess a virile style, a
trenchant wit, an excellent sense of construction,,
and a deep knowledge of human nature ; and she
became a very successful author. But she re-
jected literature as a career with the comment,
** I had much rather live than write/5 Her
work, she said, was elsewhere, and in literature
she could find no lasting satisfaction. She ad-
mitted that the fruits of success were sweet, so
sweet indeed that she feared that if she took to
literary courses she might be tempted to content
herself with writing instead of acting, Florence
Nightingale rightly judged that, considerable as
her literary talent was, her strength lay in organi-
sation. In after years she protested at the
amount of matter which was written. ** It u^ed
to be said," she remarked,-" that people gave^tfcear
U&od for their country. Now they give their
&L"                                                               *
The Nightingales went to London in the
spring of 1851- The Great Exhibition had been